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The Kennebec Highlands area is busy this
summer with the Maine Conservation

Corps (MCC) on site doing trail improve-
ments. Since late May a crew has been
camping out at BRCA’s Dolley Property, off
Watson Pond Road. In late June a second
crew joined them and both will continue
working through late August. Peter Roderick,
a Kennebec Highlands stewardship commit-
tee member and Watson Pond Road resident,
has been providing the crews with water,
since the Dolley Property has no facilities.

The two, six-member crews have been
working on the Round Top Trail. They have
been brushing out the trails and widening
them to standard four-foot wide, eight-feet tall
corridors. The Kennebec Highlands Steward-
ship Committee has also done some erosion
control in the Highlands area, specifically
around McIntire and Boody ponds.

Brian Alexander is currently working on
designing the Sanders Hill Trail, the second

MCC trail crews begin work
in the Kennebec Highlands

On track

Top: The MCC crew
builds stone steps at the
junction of the Round
Top Trail and Kennebec
Highlands Trail.

Below: Scenes from the
Round Top Trail.
(Photos by Brian
Alexander)

trail to be added to the area, and the MCC
crews soon will begin work on it. The trail is
expected to touch one end of Watson Pond,
cross a jagged ledge area on its way up
Sanders Hill, and swing around for spectacu-
lar views of Watson Pond and French Moun-
tain. It will be approximately three miles in
length.

Anyone interested in assisting the Maine
Conservation Corps crews can volunteer this
summer through August 9. Contact MCC
Volunteer Coordinator Susan Kring  (287-4398,
volunteers.conservationcorps@maine.gov).
Individuals and groups are welcome Tuesdays
through Saturdays for one or several days.

The Kennebec Highlands stewardship
committee also is sponsoring a trail work day
for Saturday, July 12. Meet at the corner of
Watson Pond Road and Wildflower Lane in
Rome at 8:30 a.m. Contact Brian Alexander
(397-4877 or brian@redoaksports.com) to
RSVP or for more information.
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From the Executive Director

BRCA’s e-mail, Internet
access, and Web site hosting
are all donated to us, thanks
to GWI’s Charitable and
Non-Profit program. For more information, visit
www.gwi.net.

If you already shop online at stores like LL Bean,
Barnes & Noble, Amazon.com, and the Gap, you
can support BRCA just by registering at iGive.com
(for free). By shopping online via iGive.com at
more than 430 stores, a percentage of each pur-
chase (up to 26%) can be donated to BRCA. And
each new person who registers at iGive.com
between now and July 31 can raise an additional
$5 for BRCA, if they make one purchase via
iGive.com within 45 days of joining. See the list of
participating merchants at www.iGive.com/html/
merchantlist.cfm. Then visit
 www.iGive.com/html/refer.cfm?causeid=23639
to join iGive.com and support BRCA.

This summer BRCA is producing a detailed, full-color trail
map of hiking trails in the Kennebec Highlands and other
BRCA holdings. The map will include trail descriptions and
lengths, access information, and more. Members of BRCA
will automatically receive a copy of this highly sought-after
map upon its completion. So, spread the word about BRCA
membership or give your friends, family members, or
neighbors a membership in BRCA as a gift. You can sign
up by sending in the form found at belgradelakes.org/
help.html or calling our office (495-6039). Not only will
you help protect our lakes and lands, you’ll also be able to
get out and enjoy our extraordinary region even more.

Summer is upon us—and with it all
the intense work that the season
brings. The long quiet of the off-
season in the BRCA office is over!
Now the Conservation Corps is
coming and going constantly. The
Milfoil Coordinator and her Cour-
tesy Boat Inspectors are in and out.
Worried property owners are
bringing in plant fragments for
identification. It is an exciting place
to work.

Camp owners come in looking
for information on how they can
best protect the lakes they love.
Other folks drop in looking for trails
to hike in the area. Sometimes I

have a visitor who wants informa-
tion on how to protect their family
camp from development, and we
talk about conservation easements.

This is one of the main func-
tions of the BRCA—to be an infor-
mation center for lake and land
protection. We have plenty of
programs that work in these areas—
the Conservation Corps, the Water-
shed Grants, the lands we hold in
trust—but a big part of our effort is
in just providing information.
Talking to camp owners, and other
lake lovers, about the health of our
lakes and the uplands that surround
them. Providing information and

insight to towns—both officially,
and through the participation of
BRCA board members on town
planning committees. BRCA is an
integral part of the Belgrade Lakes
watershed.

This is environmental protec-
tion at its best. Grassroots, person
to person. I’m glad that you and I
are part of it. Spread the word!

And enjoy the all-too-short
summer!

Mike Little

’Tis the season

Kennebec Highlands
trail map in the works

New BRCA brochures are in the
office and are being prepared
for distribution around the
watershed. Have a business or
association that would like to
display some? Just let us know
at 495-6039 or brca@gwi.net.

Help spread
the word about
BRCA

iGive: support BRCA as you shop

BRCA’s web connections

Plugged in with GWI
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Financially, 2002 was a very good year for BRCA. Membership grew by more than 50 percent, and all programs ended the
year in a strong financial position. The 2002 financial results are shown below:

Notes: 1. The 2002 Form 990, the report BRCA makes to the IRS each year, has been submitted. The report deadline each
year is May 15.  All nonprofits with income more than $25,000 must file one. The form is available for public inspection. A
copy is available at the BRCA office in Belgrade Lakes; 2. It is expected that most Kennebec Highlands property assets will
be transferred to the State of Maine in 2003.

Visit www.guidestar.org for a national database of financial information on IRS-recognized nonprofits, including BRCA.

BRCA 2002 Financial Report

   Conservation      Kennebec    Watershed

           BRCA           Corps      Highlands     Programs         Total

Revenues

    Donations                  $8,142              $45,464              $57,209              $5,922 $116,737

    Events                            -               26,000                           -                         - 26,000

    Grants & Contracts                  11,500                           -                           -              53,248 64,748

    Interest                    1,204                   1,146                   4,172                         - 6,522

    Membership dues                  23,170                           -                           -                         - 23,170

    Miscellaneous                    1,200                           -                     908                 1,232 3,340

Total revenues                  45,216                72,610                62,290             60,402 240,518

Expenses

    Administration                  11,880                   7,195                      383                 7,351 26,809

    Construction                            -                10,704                           -              16,407 27,111

    Consulting fees                       610                           -                   1,904              32,450 34,964

    Fund Raising                    6,182                  8,337                      960                         - 15,479

    Insurance                    1,766                           -                           -                         - 1,766

    Investments                   4,708                  4,328                           -                         - 9,036

    Land                   2,005                           -                14,002                         - 16,007

    Payroll                    2,011                33,635                           -                 6,477 42,123

Total expenses                 29,162                64,199                 17,249              62,685 173,295

Increase (Decrease) in

    Net Assets                  16,054                   8,411                45,041             (2,283) 67,223

Net Assets - 1/1/02               475,628                55,569              576,923              30,079 1,138,199

    Adjustments                237,311                           -            (137,411)                         - 99,900

Net Assets - 12/31/02            728,993             63,980           484,552            27,796 1,305,322

    Property Assets                684,111                           -              293,447                         - 977,558

    Current & Other Assets                 44,882               63,980               191,106              27,796 327,764

    Temporarily Restricted Assets                 715,514               63,980             484,552              27,796 1,291,843

    Unrestricted Assets                  13,479                           -                           -                         - 13,479
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Prefer to receive future newsletters online? Just let us know! E-mail Mike Little at brca@gwi.net.

Maine Conservation Corps Volunteer Days – Now through August 9
Help the MCC do trail work in the Kennebec Highlands. (Contact Susan
Kring at 207-287-4398, volunteers.conservationcorps@maine.gov)
Kennebec Highlands Trail Work Day – Saturday, July 12
Meet at corner of Watson Pond Road and Wildflower Lane in Rome at 8:30
a.m. (RSVP to Brian Alexander at 397-4877 or brian@redoaksports.com)
North Pond Screening Survey* - Tuesday, July 22, 8 a.m.-noon,
North Pond Boat Ramp (495-3600 or 495-6039)
Salmon Lake Screening Survey* - Tuesday, July 29, 8 a.m.-noon,
Salmon Lake Boat Ramp (495-3600 or 495-6039)
Basic Invasive Plant Patrol Workshop - Saturday, August 2, 10
a.m.-2:30 p.m., Bearnstow on Parker Pond (495-3600 or 495-6039)
Belgrade Stream Screening Survey* - Tuesday, August 12, 8 a.m.-noon,
Wings Mill Dam (495-3600 or 495-6039)
Lake Screening Survey Methods - Sat., Aug. 16, 7:30-11:30 a.m., N. Belgrade
Community Center. Advanced training workshop.  (495-3600 or 495-6039)
Long Pond Screening Survey* - Tuesday, August 26, 8 a.m.-noon,
Long Pond Boat Ramp (495-3600 or 495-6039)
Great Pond Screening Survey* - Thursday, August 28, 8 a.m.-noon,
Great Pond Boat Ramp (495-3600 or 495-6039)
BRCA Annual Meeting – Wednesday, September 17, 5:30 p.m.
Alden Camps, Oakland (495-6039 or brca@gwi.net)

* Kayakers, scuba divers, paddlers, and observers are needed for each
of the lake screening surveys. Come out and get your feet wet!

Upcoming BRCA and conservation events


